Prediction of mortality in community and institutional settings.
This study attempted to re-evaluate predictors of mortality based on a large sample of mentally retarded individuals. Additionally, mortality rates were compared among several types of placements including institutions after controlling for the most salient predictors of death. The findings indicated that non-mobility and the need for medical support add to the risk of an early death for these children, and are significant indicators of mortality, regardless of level of retardation and placement.